Diocesan Youth Council
Youth members of the Diocesan Youth Council (DYC) are chosen from applicants in grades 9-11. They are charged by the Bishop to develop the purpose of youth ministry in the diocese, recruit and encourage young people to come to The Episcopal Church, and plan and coordinate regular events for the diocese.

· Current youth members: Grace Bethell (Calvary), Meredith Brown (St. John’s), Trey Brunson (St. Andrew’s), McCulloch Cline (Grace-St. Luke’s), Kassi Curie (St. George’s), Cameron Kawell (Holy Apostles), Madi Marx (St. Andrew’s), Jessie Mills (St. Andrew’s), Will Namie (St. Philip), Marie Peeples (St. John’s), Katt Satterfield (Holy Communion), Callie Smith (Grace-St. Luke’s)

· Current adult members: Heather Anderson (Calvary), Trip Gintz (St. John’s), Penny Goldberg (Holy Apostles), Chandler Whitman (St. Philip), The Rev. René Somodevilla (St. Andrew’s)

2010 Diocesan Youth Council Events included:

· Feast of Lights – January 10, 2010 – St. Mary’s Cathedral

Theme: When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. (Matthew 2:10) Youth in grades 6-12 and their leaders gathered for fellowship prior to the worship service at the Cathedral celebrating the feast day of Epiphany. More than100 youth were in attendance, along with youth ministers, advisors, and clergy. The young people and their leaders engaged in a simulation exercise about inclusion. Then, in small groups, they processed the experience, talking about how it feels to be included or excluded, who in our society is included or excluded and why this happens. A festive Eucharist was celebrated by Bishop Johnson, and May Todd, member of the DYC and Calvary Episcopal Church in Memphis, gave the homily. The traditional singing of “We Three Kings” and the procession of the wise men was a highlight of the service. The young people collected gloves for MIFA and presented them at the offertory.
· Spring Fling – March 26-27, 2010 – St. John’s Episcopal Church, Bartlett Lanes, & Pump It Up. Spring Fling is a lock-out for grades six through eight. Its purpose is to create excitement about youth ministry at the diocesan level and to foster fellowship among young people in our diocese. More than 70 youth were in attendance, along with youth ministers and advisors. The group bowled at Bartlett Lanes, bounced around at Pump It up, then returned to St. John’s at 2:30am to play games, watch movies, or sleep in the Parish Life Center.
· Fall Kick Off – August 28, 2010 – St. Columba.

The Fall Kick Off features a cook out and the annual Water Olympics. It provides a fellowship opportunity for young people in grades 6-12 from throughout the diocese. More than 50 youth were in attendance, along with youth ministers and advisors

· Bishop’s Bash – December 3-5, 2010

Bishop’s Bash was cancelled for 2010 due to extremely low registration numbers. The DYC is exploring different dates, formats, and ideas to generate greater enthusiasm for this event in 2011.

· Province IV Youth Network Meeting – November 18-21, 2010 – Camp Grace Point in the Diocese of East Tennessee

Province IV hosts a Youth Network Meeting each November to provide youth and youth ministers with an opportunity to reach beyond what dioceses are doing individually and to communicate with other dioceses. The meeting provides a chance to listen to one another; to share ideas, suggestions and concerns; and to develop ministry opportunities in which all of Province IV can participate. Each diocese is invited to send one adult and two young people. Heather Anderson (Calvary), Parker Rice (St. John’s) and Callie Smith (Grace-St. Luke’s) represented The Diocese of West Tennessee. The Diocese of West Tennessee has been selected to host the 2011 Province IV Youth Network Meeting at St. Columba.

