
Campus Ministry - UT Martin Interfaith Student Center
The University of Tennessee - Martin has experienced Christian campus ministry, now known as the Interfaith Student Center, which, in the late 1990's included The Episcopal Church’s Canterbury Club as a full cooperating partner with The Wesley Foundation, the Catholic Diocese of Memphis Newman Foundation and the Presbyterian Church USA Westminster Foundation. As a result of our inter-cooperative nature of denominations and churches, our programming, ministries and promotional materials, we have again seen a major increase in student participation in The Center. The IFC currently averages 35 in Thursday night worship services, with another 45 or more students regularly involved in other ways. Our goal is to average 60 in worship and to have at least 100 students in the facility every week. We are attempting to provide Evening Prayer and/or Compline on Sundays and Wednesdays for interested students and faculty, and we participate in many events on and off campus to increase our visibility and community involvement.
In 2010, students from Interfaith participated in continued hurricane recovery efforts on the Gulf Coast, hosted “The Empty Bowl Soup Supper,” drawing students, faculty, staff and townspeople to raise nearly $2000 to feed the hungry, and co-sponsored a food and clothing drive for the “We Care Ministries” agency. With the director, (The Rev.) Jolinne Balentine-Downey, a United Methodist clergy, the active approved campus chaplains of The Episcopal Church (The Rev. Don Brooks), the Presbyterian Church USA (The Rev. Lee Clements), the Roman Catholic Church (The Rev Dr. Joe Palozzi and The Rev. Dr Rodney Freed, deacon), the Cumberland Presbyterian Church (The Rev. Mace Jett), and inter-denominationally selected members of the Board of Directors provide pastoral care, nurturing and direction. If you know an Episcopal student attending UT-M, please consider contacting me with name and campus address. We will be happy to call on them.

The Rev. Don Brooks, Episcopal Chaplain, UT-M





