Bishop and Council
The one hundred and forty-ninth meeting of the Bishop and Council was held on January 21, 2010 at St. Columba Conference Center. At this meeting, a motion was passed to approve the Finance Committee recommendation to submit to the Twenty-ninth Annual Diocesan Convention for adoption the proposed 2010 budget; and that three-fourths of all additional income received beyond the budgeted numbers, deducting the contribution to the National Church and to the Millennium Development Goals, be earmarked for Emmanuel Episcopal Center, and one-fourth be earmarked for St. Columba Conference Center up to the amount budgeted for each in the 2009 budget; and that any additional income received beyond these amounts be deposited in the General Fund and identified as budget surplus. A motion was passed approving Bishop Johnson’s interim action approving the use of diocesan-owned property at 3100 Houston Levee Road by Collierville Connection for a program for home-schooled children needing additional work. A motion was passed authorizing Mr. M. Anderson Cobb, Jr., Vice-chancellor, after review of a proposed appraisal, to enter into a contract, through Mr. Jan Jaeger’s office, to obtain a market appraisal of 3100 Houston Levee Road at a cost of up to $1000. 

The one hundred and fiftieth meeting of the Bishop and Council was held on February 18, 2010 at St. Columba Conference Center. At this meeting, a motion was passed to nominate Mr. Tony Graves, Mr. Frank Jones and Mr. Mark Loft to serve three-year terms on the West Tennessee Endowment Corporation and to put forth their names for election at the Annual Convention.
The one hundred and fifty-first meeting of the Bishop and Council was held on May 20, 2010 at St. Columba Conference Center. At this meeting, a motion was passed to accept the modifications made to the budget previously adopted at the Twenty-ninth Annual Convention. A motion was passed to ratify Bishop Johnson’s interim action in approving the modification and extension of Emmanuel Episcopal Church’s loan agreement with Trust One Bank. A motion was passed to ratify Bishop Johnson’s interim action of signing a month-to-month lease with Wolf River Presbyterian Church for the use of the property at 3100 Houston Levee Road. A motion was passed to approve the purchase by the Board of St. Columba Conference Center of a vacant lot in Tulip Creek Subdivision for $20,000 for the purpose of having access to the city sewer line. A motion was passed to approve Bishop Johnson’s appointment of the Rev. Terry Street and the Rev. Bindy Snyder to the board of the Father Stevens Liberian Leprosy Trust. A motion was passed to adopt the first three resolves of the Rev. Mr. Don Brooks’ resolution calling for The Diocese of West Tennessee to adopt the Emergency Disaster Plan entitled “In Times Like These” as the model for preparing for emergencies and disasters; that parishes, missions and institutions of the Diocese be instructed to formulate an Emergency Disaster Preparedness Plan using the guidelines put forward in the diocesan model; and that a copy of these plans to be filed in the Bishop’s office; and that the Rev. Mr. Brooks be invited to report back to the Bishop and Council at its September 2010 meeting to discuss how implementation of the fourth resolve might take place.

The one hundred and fifty-second meeting of the Bishop and Council was held on September 9, 2010 at St. Columba Conference Center. At this meeting, a motion was passed to accept the Diocesan Benefits Committee recommendation to offer the following plan options to all diocesan congregations: Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield EPO 80 and 90 Plans; Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield High Deductible Health Plan/HSA; Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield PPO 75/50 and 90/70 Plans; Cigna High Deductible Health Plan/HSA; Cigna Open Access Plus In-Network Plan; Premium Plan Prescription Drug Coverage through Medco; and CIGNA Preventive Dental, Dental and Orthodontia PPO and Basic Dental PPO; and that the Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield EPO 80 Plan be selected as the standard for all diocesan lay employees and clergy. A motion was passed to approve the revised St. Columba Conference Center by-laws as amended by the Council.

The one hundred and fifty-third meeting of the Bishop and Council was held on October 21, 2010 at St. Columba Conference Center. At this meeting, a motion was passed to accept the Treasurer’s report with clarifications to be made at the next meeting regarding due to and due from accounts. A motion was passed to authorize St. George’s Episcopal Church to waive its right of first refusal on the property adjacent to the church.  A motion was passed to approve the Termination and Distribution Agreement of the Paul Wilson Unitrust. A motion was passed to approve the request for annual funding in the amount of $26,428 for the Father Stevens Liberian Leprosy ministry, subject to receiving a corrected budget.

The one hundred and fifty-fourth meeting of the Bishop and Council was held on November 16, 2010 at St. Columba Conference Center. At this meeting, a motion was passed to approve the Finance Committee’s recommendation to pay off Emmanuel Episcopal Church’s mortgage with Trust One using monies from the Christ Church, Whitehaven Schwab account and the Emmanuel Church Capital Fund Schwab account; to assist in supplementing the financial package of a part-time priest over a three-year period using monies from the Christ Church, Whitehaven Schwab account; and that in return for this financial support, Emmanuel Church agrees to adopt as its goal a return to parish status as soon as is practical, adhering to all the canonical requirements to be a parish, and to submit a written plan outlining the steps it will take to achieve this goal. A motion was passed to ratify the extended length of board membership terms on the St. Columba Conference Center board. A motion was passed to approve the interim action taken by Bishop Johnson to lease Iona House to Marsha and Roger Turner for a one-year period of time.

