BRIDGES USA, Inc. 

BRIDGES provides experiential, hands-on learning for youth and adults to be leaders in fighting racism, poverty, and educational challenges. Since its inception in 1922, BRIDGES has served youth and adults in the Memphis community through innovative programs that empower participants to reach their potential. At BRIDGES, future leaders of all races, religions and backgrounds lay aside their differences, come together and work collectively for a better Memphis. The approach to learning that has evolved at BRIDGES from more than 88 years of serving Memphis youth is based on the observation that when adults believe in children and say, “You can,” they will. 

During the past year, BRIDGES has weathered a tough economy and continues to provide programs that uncover and nurture “I CAN” in an increasing number of young people. With the “BRIDGES to the Power of 10” campaign, we increased our donor base by 592 – more than 100 percent – and we are reaching more youth and making new friends through various social and traditional media channels. We are becoming increasingly aware that the BRIDGES style of learning and leadership can and should be made available to a much wider audience of youth, so staff and supporters are laying the groundwork for changes to our programming that will increase our capacity to serve, with a goal of serving 15,000 youth annually by 2015. As we work toward that goal we are grateful to countless individuals, corporations and groups in the Mid-South – including churches in The Episcopal Diocese of West Tennessee. 

