
General Convention 
Is Coming 

To Columbus  
 

What is General 
Convention? 

 
General Convention is the legislative body of the Episcopal 
Church (think Episcopal Congress). 
 
Like Congress, our General Convention has two houses: 

• House of Deputies – four clergy & four lay deputies 
from every diocese. 

• House of Bishops – all bishops (including retired) 
 
Like Congress, for a resolution to pass, it has to pass both 
houses in the same form. 
 
Unlike Congress, the General Convention meets once every 
three years. 
 
At the same time as General Convention, the triennial (once 
every three years) meeting of the Episcopal Church Women 
takes place.  There is also an event for youth from all over 
the country. 
 
General Convention: 

• Sets priorities and the three-year 
budget for the Episcopal Church 

• Sets policy for the National 
Church 

• Amends the Constitution and 
Canons of the Episcopal Church. 

General Convention 
Is Coming 

To Columbus  
 

What is General 
Convention? 

 
General Convention is the legislative body of the Episcopal 
Church (think Episcopal Congress). 
 
Like Congress, our General Convention has two houses: 

• House of Deputies – four clergy & four lay deputies 
from every diocese. 

• House of Bishops – all bishops (including retired) 
 
Like Congress, for a resolution to pass, it has to pass both 
houses in the same form. 
 
Unlike Congress, the General Convention meets once every 
three years. 
 
At the same time as General Convention, the triennial (once 
every three years) meeting of the Episcopal Church Women 
takes place.  There is also an event for youth from all over 
the country. 
 
General Convention: 

• Sets priorities and the three-year 
budget for the Episcopal Church 

• Sets policy for the National 
Church 

• Amends the Constitution and 
Canons of the Episcopal Church. 


